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READY. SET. 
READY. SET. 

SSTTART PLANNING!
ART PLANNING!







here's hOw to 
use this GUIDE

Let the kids go nuts picking out 
everything they “gotta have.”

Scan the QR codes to plan your 
family’s trip and check out the toys.

Boom. You've got a vacation booked. 
And a lot of fun things to keep the 
kids excited about it until it's here.

Tell everyone you've cracked the code 
for traveling with kids and watch them 
look up to you with wonder. 

2

3

4
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YOOO-HOOO, 
YOOO-HOOO, 

GROWN-UPS...
GROWN-UPS...



We invented a wearable device to see how much 
fun kids are having at Tennessee destinations. As 
you flip through this guide, look at the bottom of the 
toy pages to see these fun findings. And enjoy real 
quotes from tiny travelers sure to give you a giggle.

We created a kid-friendly 
recording device to track 

actual kid laughter.

Using wearable tech, 
we tracked levels of 

excitement.

We then paired the data 
with candid reviews and 

surveys from kids.

WE Track Laughter

HOW do 
WE DO IT?

WE Measure 
Excitement Levels

we Collect 
Kid Reviews

KIDREVIEWEDTN.COM

REAL REVIEWS 
REAL REVIEWS 

  FROM REAL KIDS
  FROM REAL KIDS

CHECK OUT CHECK OUT 

TO LEARN MORETO LEARN MORE

REAL SCIENTIFIC DATA
REAL SCIENTIFIC DATA 3
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DISCOVERY PARK 
oF aMeRICA
Walk with dinosaurs, fly to the moon, shake your sillies out in an 

earthquake simulator or explore a huge outdoor park. And that’s 

only the start of everything  you can discover.

UNION CITY



I NEVER WANT 
TO LEAVE THIS 
PLAYGROUND!

7
KIDs average 163 moments of excitement per hour here.

Randy,  4



The FIRE MUSEUM 
oF mEMphiS
If dressing up like a firefighter, sliding down a pole and 

climbing all over a fire truck sounds amazing, just wait till 

you have a conversation with Ol’ Billy the talking horse.

MEMPHIS



Alex,  10

CLIMBING ON 
THE FIRE TRUCKS 

is SO COOL!

92-4  year-olds laughed the most here.





honeycomb mazzzzze
Help this busy bee get to one of its favorite pollen snacks.

ADVENTURE SCIENCE CENTER

W
alk through a glass-enclosed

 b
eehive as 

you look for the q
ueen b

ee —
 she lays 3,0

0
0

 
eggs a d

ay. D
on’t forget to exp

lore all of the 
C

enter’s other interactive exhib
its too.

N
AS

H VI�
E

print me!
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per-plexing phrases

Discovery Center 
in Murfree Spring

Can you solve these word plexers to reveal the names of a few totally 
awesome exhibits waiting for you at the Discovery Center?

senses
senses
senses
senses
senses

OUTDOORS

TOWN

Plan for a day full of fun as you discover 
dozens of interactive exhibits, explore 
twenty acres of outdoor woodlands 
and ride a larger-than-life mega slide.

Which of these 
activities can 
you also do at 
the Discovery 
Center?

a

b

c

d

e

MURFR�SBORO

print me!



13

LES PAUL 

MADE AT 

GIBSON GUITARS 

IN NASHVI�E

13

print me!



Check out the wall made of gold (records), go on a musical 

scavenger hunt and record your very own hit song. Who knows, 

you might even get a record deal.

countRY music halL 
oF FaMe & MUSEUM

NASHVIlLE



15

8-10 year-olds laughed        the most here.



RyMan auDITORIUM
Walk across music’s most famous stage and strike a pose 

for a photo op as you take a tour of the “Mother Church.”

NASHVIlLE

Opry Entertainment Group © 2024
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graNd ole opRy
The Opry put country music on the map, and it’s the world’s longest-running live music 

show. In fact, its 100th anniversary is coming soon. If you cheer loud enough, you may get 

to hear yourself on the radio broadcast or appear on the national TV show.

19

NASHVIlLE

Opry Entertainment Group © 2024





creative discovery m
useum

W
hy just look at d

inosaur b
ones w

hen you can d
ig 

them
 up

 yourself? G
o hand

s-on and
 learn w

hile 
you p

lay at this uniq
ue child

ren’s m
useum

.

Buzz Alley

TreeHouse

FarmHouse

Unearthed

Artspace

Tower

 Riverplay

Barsamian

STEM Zone

Library

Weather Pod

Corner Clinic

print me!
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Casey Jones Village
Check out a railroad museum, load up 
on old-timey snacks and play on a 
real train at this historic attraction.

Feeling jumbled up? Head to page 94 for help. 

s v a q p n f r l  w b a r f

p b a q h p g b e s b e g u r qn l

r a t v a r e b b z g b no r p b z r

A B C D E
R

F G H
U

I J K L M N O P Q R S T
G

U V W X Y Z

t  h  e
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print me!



cheEkwood 
Estate & Gardens
Come for the picnics, stay for the turtles and trains. Between posing 

for photos and exploring the children's garden, don't forget to stop 

and smell the roses, tulips, and the, well, you get it.

NASHVIlLE



It's the most 
colorful place 
i've ever seen!

25

Rudy,  5

KIDs average  73  moments of excitement per hour here.





TITANIc Museum
All aboard! Travel back in time as you uncover historical artifacts, 

shovel coal in a boiler room, feel the chill of a real iceberg and 

attempt to stay standing on the sloping decks of the ship’s stern.

27

PIGEON FORGe



we couldn't record any laughter because the cars were too loud.



BRISTOL MOTOR 
SPEeDWAY

Watch drivers battle it out in the “Last Great Colosseum,” one 

lap at a time. Listen closely. You might be able to hear the roar 

of the engines all the way from where you’re sitting right now.

29

BRISTOL



A new art exhibit is about 
to open featuring you.  

But first, you need to draw 
yourself enjoying these 
activities in Tennessee.

Here you don’t just look at art, you make it too. Frist is filled 
with interactive exhibits and art-making stations for kids.
Here you don’t just look at art, you make it too. Frist is filled 
with interactive exhibits and art-making stations for kids.

NASHVI�E

HIKING

SNACKING

SINGING

DANCING

ZIPLINING

 Your First 
Frist Exhibit

print me!



Parthenon Jumble-a-thon
Rearrange the letters in Parthenon to see how many new words you can make. 

Here are two freebees to get you started: “part” and “the.”

did you know?
Nashville’s Parthenon is an art museum that’s also a full-scale 
replica of the original Parthenon in Athens, Greece.

Tricky page, huh? Un-tricky it on page 94.

31
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downtown memphis 
The home of blues, soul, rock ’n’ roll and one of the biggest pyramids ever 

made. Inside of this 32-story steel structure are all kinds of treasures, like 

a mega Bass Pro Shop, bowling alley and archery range.

MEMPHIS
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 Find
the Beat
Go on a music-filled 

scavenger hunt 
through Nashville. 

Or as the world 
knows it: Music City.

at the Musicians Hall 
of Fame and Museum

   Garth Brooks 
& the G-Men’s 
instruments

at the Johnny Cash Museum

    one of Johnny Cash’s 
black acoustic guitars

at the Country Music 
Hall of Fame® & Museum

    Taylor Swift’s 
education center

in East Nashville

DOLLY PARTON MURAL

at Hatch Show Print

BAND POSTERS

near 
Concord Park

   WSM 
radio 
tower

outside of the Grand Ole Opry

    A huge acoustic guitar

at the National 
Museum of African 
American Music

   Nat King 
Cole’s argyle 
sweater

print me!



RHYME TIME
Solve the riddles to reveal where you should 
visit in Memphis. Every answer is two words that 
rhyme and share the same number of syllables. 

The key to the answers is in the answer key. Page 94.

Why did Elvis love milkshakes so much? 

STAX TRACKS
Songs recorded at famous soul museum1

ROYAL VOCALS2

FAMOUS STREET SHRIEK3

A MEETUP FOR SMOKED MEATS4

35

print me!





downtown NaSHViLle 
A city where dreams become reality and stories are told one song at a time. 

Go on a musical adventure as you write your own epic Music City tale.

NASHVIlLE

37



Downtown 
CHATTanOOgA
Chattanooga is one big adventure waiting to happen. You can 

ride a steamboat, investigate caves, climb trees and get in a 

staring contest with a clownfish at the Tennessee Aquarium.

CHATtanoOGA
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The SUNSPHERe
Take to the skies and get a 360-degree view of Knoxville from 

the observation deck of this World’s Fair monument. Then swoop 

back down to Earth and cool off at one of the park’s splash pads.

at knoxville's world's fair park

knoxVIlLE

41



Tennessee has more than 50,000 miles of rivers and streams PLUS more than 
500,000 acres of lakes and marshes, so don’t forget to pack your fishing pole!
Tennessee has more than 50,000 miles of rivers and streams PLUS more than 
500,000 acres of lakes and marshes, so don’t forget to pack your fishing pole!

LET’S PLAY

print me!





MEMPHIS ZOO
Ever fed a giraffe? Well, it’s totally hilarious. Here’s a 

little secret: Wear a maroon shirt like the zookeepers 

so these exotic animals love you even more.

MEMPHIs

 feeding GIRAFFEs CAUSEs THE  MOST  LAUGHTER. 
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Ryan, 6

The Kangaroos 
are so soft, 

I couldn't even 
believe it.

level 5  max excitement recorded here. 



NASHVILLE ZOO
Play in a 35-foot tree house. Crawl through a giant snake tunnel.  

Ride a treetop zip line. Go on a walkabout with a kangaroo and join the 

flamingo parade. Here, wherever you explore, there’s wild fun to be had.

NASHVILLE

47



G
IA

NT
 A

NT
EA

TER

WARTHOG

CAPYBARA

?

?
?

?

?

Take a ride on a camel, feed the 
giraffes or go face-to-face with 
a snow leopard at this hands-on, 
imagination-fueled wildlife park.

Get up close and personal with goats, 
hang with some nocturnal friends and 
don’t miss the red pandas because 
this zoo is considered the red panda 
capital of the world.

Need help? Head to page 94.

A�UAL SIZE

OF A GORI�
A’S

HAND. SO BIG
!

?
print me!



how do you
     measure up?

Trace your hand inside the gorilla’s 
and it’ll be almost like you’re holding 

hands or giving it a high-five. 

49

print me!



TenNesSee 
SAFARI PARK
Set out on a safari where you can feed wild animals right from the 

back seat of the car. Make sure you hold on tight because hungry 

ostriches have been known to steal whole buckets of food.

ALamo



MY FAVORITE 
PART IS THE 

WHOLE PLACE!

51

Jude,  6

859  laughs recorded in just one car.



TENnesSEe AQUARiUM
Discover how water connects all life as it flows from the mountains to 

the sea. If you’re feeling really adventurous, you can even pet stingrays 

and sharks. Yes, we said sharks.

CHATtanoOGA
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ARE JELLYFISH 
MADE OF GRAPE 

JELLY OR 
STrAwBERRY?

Lainey,  5

26,460 laughs per DAY here.



Ripley's aquarium
of the smokies
Meet a giant octopus. Touch a stingray. Journey into the 

shark lagoon where over 8,500 sea creatures can’t wait to 

meet you. And if you’re really lucky     — you may even come 

face-to-face with a mermaid. 

GATLINBURG



THE STINGRAYS
WAG THEIR 

TAILS LIKE DOGS.
Brandon,  6

55

KIDs average 164 moments of excitement per hour here.



PARROT MOUNTAIN & GARDENS
Enter the secret garden to watch hundreds of exotic 
birds take flight in a rainbow blur. Do you think you’ll 
be able to find all 70+ species? Feed them, pet them
and even hold the birds at this tropical paradise.

PIGEON FORGE

DID YOU KNOW, 

�IS MEANS A� OF 

A BIRD’S FEA�ERS?

print me!



luckY LADD FARM
S

H
om

e to the largest p
etting farm

 in Tennessee w
ith 

over 10
0

 friend
ly anim

als and
 exotic livestock just 

w
aiting to say, “hello,” and

 m
ayb

e, “feed
 m

e.”

E
A
G
L

E
V
I�

E
Rely on your eyes to make 
it through this winding field of 
maize as you help the pony 
get back to the petting zoo.

petting zoo hen house

corn maze

ag-venture farm
 fun park

G
et

ti
ng

 a
ll 

tu
rn

ed
 a

ro
un

d
? 

Fi
nd

 y
ou

r 
w

ay
 o

n 
p

ag
e 

9
4

.

print me!



soundwaves at 
Gaylord Opryland
Make a splash on three levels 

of thrill rides or relax as you 

float in the lazy river at this 

indoor and outdoor waterpark.

This might just be the place 

that proves you can laugh 

underwater. 

2.5 average laughs          per minute here.

NASHVIlLE



THE WATER 
SLIDES GO 

REALLY FAST!

59

Taylor,  6



soaky MOUNTAIN
Waterpark
What happens when you put a roller coaster on 

water? Amazing, that’s what. This water oasis 

is packed with slides for all ages, an adventure 

river, wave pool, obstacle courses and, you 

guessed it, watercoasters.

SEVIERVILLE
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IT HAS ALL THE 
TWISTs & TURNS 
THAT MAKE IT 

EXCITING.
Kade,  10





dollyw
ood's SPLASH COUNTRY

Fast slid
es, slow

 slid
es, inner tub

e slid
es and

 even no slid
es 

at all. This 35-acre w
ater p

ark is p
acked

 full of thrilling rid
es, 

relaxing activities and
 a larger-than-life w

ave p
ool. 

P
IG

E
O
N
 F

OR
G
E

print me!
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1

2

3

5

6

4

across down

Words aren’t the only surprise you’ll find when it 
comes to the Lost Sea Adventure. To discover 
some of those mysteries, solve the crossword.

The transparent material that the bottom of 
the Lost Sea tour boat is made of so 
passengers can see the water underneath 
them. Diamonds can cut it, and you drink out 
of cups made of it. 

The type of trout that you can find in the 
Lost Sea. It also describes an arc of colors 
formed in the sky after it rains, usually in this 
order: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple. 

The name of the Native American tribe that 
originally discovered the Lost Sea and used it 
as a meeting place in the 1800s or earlier!

What babies do before they walk. And also 
what you do to get to the Lost Sea if you take 
part in the Wild Cave Tour.

5

6

2 1

The Book of World Records that lists the Lost 
Sea as America’s largest underground lake. 2
A natural hollow large enough for a person to 
enter. Bears often hibernate in these. The Lost 
Sea is part of a system of these called the 
Craighead Caverns. 

3

4
The nickname for the type of formation 
you’ll see during a Lost Sea cave tour in 
Sweetwater. It’s also a breakfast food 
commonly served with eggs.

Stumped? Head to page 94 for help. 

print me!



Float, Slide, Play or Chill: Soak up all the fun this amazing place has to offer.  

at 
the 

Do you like 
water parks?

Do you like giant 
water slides?

Do you want to have an 
amazing water adventure?

Do you like watching 
people get splashed?

Do you like 
going fast? 

Do you like 
colors?

Do you like 
floating?

Do you like to see 
dancing fireflies?

Do you like 
relaxing?

Do you like spending 
time with your family?

Do you like eating 
yummy food with 

a view?

Yes

Yes

Yes

NO

NO

Yes YesNONO

Yes NO

NO

Yes NO

Yes NO

Yes NO

Yes NO

START HERE

the decider guider

Kaleidoscope
Kavern

Lazy River

Salamander
springs

cabana
shores

Answer some questions and find 
out which experience at Wilderness 

at the Smokies is the one for you. 
Warning: You may love them all.

NO Yes

65

print me!



DOLLYWOoD
Feel the rush of going “infinity fast” on epic rides like the new Big 

Bear Mountain. When you’re done bumping cars and flying giant 

bees, you may even get a chance to see Dolly Parton herself.

PIGEON FORGe



I LIKE IT WHEN 
YOU GO LOOPTY 

LOOPTY!

67

Valerie,  4

924,741  average moments of excitement per DAY here.



THE kid reviewed data for this location is still under construction.



DIG'N ZONE
Can you dig and fill a hole with an excavator? How about knock 

over a building with a wrecking ball? Now’s your chance to 

operate real construction equipment   — no license required!

69

sevierville



Music to my Ears
ADJECTIVE

ADJECTIVE

WATE R ACTIVIT Y

TN SPORTS TEAM

T YPE OF CAR

N U MBE R

CONSTRUCTION VE HICLE

ADJECTIVE

ANI MAL SOU ND ANIMAL 

COLOR

YU M SOU ND

ADJECTIVE

ADJ ECTIVE

INSTRU MENT

T YPE OF PEOPLE

                                    waterfalls flowing and crashing.
 
Lakes for                                        and splashing.
 
                                     Nashville hot chicken sizzlin’.
 
Mmms and                                        from Memphis barbecue nibblin’.
 
Steep roller coaster-ride                                        screams. 
 
And whispers of                         Smoky Mountain leaves.

The                                        of the                                   at the Knoxville Zoo.
 
The fans of                                       shouting “Woo!”

The zoom zooms of a                                        at Bristol Speedway 

going 0 to                             in a flash. What a rush!
 
And the beeeeep beeeeep beeeep beeeep of Dig’N Zone                    

                                                   backing up before they smash and crush.
 
The music from                                       in the air.
 
And the laughter heard from                                       everywhere.
 
Tennessee, my                                        place,
 
you sound                                       perfect to me.

Fill in the blanks to create your own 
version of the song lyrics below.

print me!



AN A-MAZE-ING RIDE
Complete the maze as fast as you can for a taste of the fun at WildSide.

w
ildside

D
o you p

ut the b
ike p

ed
al to the m

etal? A
re you into thrills that give 

you chills? H
ave you b

een called
 a d

ared
evil on w

heels? Then you’re 
read

y to unleash your w
ild

 sid
e on a m

ountain b
ike or in a U

TV
 at 

this heart-racing ad
venture p

ark.

BIKES 

START 

HERE

  UTVS
START HERE

BASE 
CAMP

P
IG

E
O
N
 F

OR
G
E

71
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Take a ride on the Incline Railway as you brave one of the world’s steepest 
passenger railways. Afterward, go high above the clouds to explore Rock 
City’s magical caves, swinging bridge and cliffside waterfall.

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN
Incline Railway and Rock City

CHATtanoOGA
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ruby falLS
Go deep inside a mountain cave and 

discover a giant hidden waterfall and 

mysterious ancient rock formations. You 

can pretend you’re an explorer searching 

for hidden treasure.

CHATtanoOGA
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I LIKE 
WHEN THE 
WATERFALL 
LIghTs UP 

AND CHANGEs 
COLORS!
Andrew,  12

2,376  average moments of excitement per DAY here.



navitat knoxvilLE
Feel like you’re walking on air as you leap across floating 

bridges and zipline through the trees. Stop by after dark 

to see the ropes course light up the night sky.

270 average moments of       
    excitement per hour here.

knoxVIlLE
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ALL OF THE TREES 
WERE SO TALL. LIKE 
17,000 STORIES HIGH.

Corey,  8



Anakeesta
Explore a tree house village, race down on a zipline, ride a 

single-rail mountain coaster and climb to the top of the 

tower to see miles and miles of the Great Smoky Mountains.

THE RAIL RUNNER 
WENT REALLY FAST 
AND I DIDN'T EVEN 
USE THE BRAKES.

Joshua,  7

GATLINBURG

310 laughs recorded on the    
    rope bridge in one hour.
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Dollywood

Navitat

WonderWorks

WildSide

Peabody Hotel

Ripleys Aquarium

The Island

Reelfoot Lake

Anakeesta

Safari Park

Discovery Center

SoundWaves

Frist Museum

Zoo Knoxville

Ober

Tom Lee Park

All searched out? Page 94 can help you find what you’re looking for.

81
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OBER MOUNTAIN
Bring your binoculars and keep your eyes peeled for wild 
animals as you ride this sky-high tram. At the top, there’s 
all kinds of fun waiting, like playing in the snow zone, ice 
skating, snow tubing and much more.

GATLINBURG



I don't want 
to go home!

Ziani,  4
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TENNEsSeE 
STATE PARKS

Spend the day out on the water before heading back for campfire stories and tasty s’mores. 

Then finish it all off by gazing at the stars as you search for the Big — and Little — Dipper.

85



GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 
Formed over 200 million years ago, the 

Smokies are one of the oldest mountain 

ranges in the world. Yet even then, there 

are all kinds of new surprises hidden 

around every bend. What will you 

discover in this ancient playground?

EAST TENNESSEE



1387



tennessee waterways
Channel your inner fish or bait a lure and catch some. There are no sharks in these 

calm, cool waters — but there are kayaks, inner tubes, pontoons, water skis and more. 

With 15 lakes to choose from, Tennessee is as much fun in the water as it is on land.



1389



MORE

THE TOYS!

THEY'RE HERE! WELL, ACTUALLY HERE.

for all the places in 

Tennesee you could visit...

And there’s a lot more to 
purchase where these came from.



27
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Ideal time  spent (hrs)

Let’s Go!

2-
3

1Free for kids  under __
Food available  for purchase
Outside food  allowed
Strollers  allowed
ADA

 Accessible
Playground

Great for  kids under 5
Great for  kids 6-9
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Great for  kids 13-17
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We can't wait 
To seE yOu.

This guide is only a small sample of the epic 
family adventures waiting for you in Tennessee. 

WE

you.

START PLANNINGSTART PLANNING
TNVACATION.COMTNVACATION.COM



BASS PRO PYRAMIDby Liam D., age 12

YOUR STORY
SKETCH

Turn this page over to find 
your blank canvas.

Draw us a picture of the best 
moment from your TN vacation.

Don’t forget to 
sign your art!

Ask an adult to scan this QR code 
to submit your artwork.
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A few lucky petite Picassos (aka kiddos) 
will see their creations featured on a 
billboard in their hometown, on our 
website or other fun places.

SMOKY MT. SUNSET

by June S., age 9

WE WANT TO SEE YOUR 
FAVORITE TENNESSEE MEMORY

SUBMIT IT FOR A CHANCE TO 
SEE IT ON A BILLBOARD

Here's what to do:

�E NASHVI�E 
ZOO IS A WILD TIME

Prefer to mail it in? Pop 
it in an envelope, stick 
on a stamp and 
address it to: 

Tennessee Playcation 
Art Submission
401 Church Street
Floor 18
Nashville, TN 37219

By mailing in your artwork, you agree to the terms & conditions 
which can be found on tnvacation.com/playcation/art-submit 



Tennessee Location
Make an Outdoor Masterpiece

name age



hometown

print me!
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